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XXXVIL. An Account of a new Die from
the Berries of a Weed in South Carolina:
In a Letter from Mr. Moles Lindo, dat-

ed ar Charles Town, September 2, 1763,
to Mpr. Emanuel Mendez da Cofta, Li-
brarian of the Royal Society.

Read Nov. 10, Y N Auguft 1757, I obferved the
763 mocking bird fond of a berry, which

grows on a weed called Pouck, reprefented to me as of
a poifonous quality ; the juice of this berry being a
blooming crimfon. I was feveral times inclined to
try, if I could extra® a die from it; yet the very
thoughts of its quality prevented me from proceed-
ing, till obferving thefe birds to void their excrement
of the fame colour as the berry, on the Chinefe rails
in my garden, convinced me it was not of the quality
reprefented. I therefore made a tryal in the following
manner.

1ft. I ordered one of my negroes to gather me a
a pint of thofe berries, from which I extratted almoft
three quarters of a pint of juice, and boiled it with a
pint of Briftol water, one quarter of an hour.

2dly. I then took two pieces of flannel and num-
bered them 1 and 2, boiled them in a feparate tin
pot with alum a quarter of an hour, and rinced
them in cold water.

3dly. I then dipped the piece of flannel N° 1. into

the pot, where the juice was, and left it to fimmer
five
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five minutes, then took it out, and rinced it in cold
water ; when, to my furprize, I found a fuperior
crimfon dye fixed on the flannel than the juice of the
berry. : .

4t}illy. I then dipped the piece of flannel N° 2. in
the faine juice, and being defirous to clean my hands
from the ftain, which N° 1. had caufed, I ordered
fome lime water to be brought me, fuch as we ufe
to fettle our indico, and found the colour of the ftain
change to a bright yellow. This unexpected change
urged me to throw a wine glafs-full of lime water
into the pot, where the piece of flannel N° 2. was
fimmering ; on which, all the juice, as well as the
flannel, became of a bright yellow, by which I find
alum fixed the crimfon, and lime the yellow.

sthly. Having then put a quart of frefh juice in
two pint decanters, in one of which I put a fmall
quantity of powdered alum, I laid them up: about
fix weeks after, I then examined them, and found the
juice in the decanter, which had no alum, was turned
black, and the other retained its colour,
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